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May 11, 2020 

 

Dear Tenafly Staff, Students, and Parents/Caregivers, 

 

This weekend, all schools and school districts received strict and direct communications from both 

the NJDOE Assistant Commissioner, AbdulSaleem Hasan, Ed.S., and NJ State Police 

Superintendent, Col. Patrick Callahan.  Each communication clearly notes the expectation that all 

NJ schools will continue to fully support the Governor’s Executive Order No.107 (commonly 

known as the “Stay Home” order) as well as Colonel Callahan’s Administrative Order No. 2020-4, 

which bans gatherings of 10 or more people in any non-essential location.   

 

The communication from the NJDOE states the following, in reference to the Governor’s 

Order:  “Since the Executive Orders will remain in effect until further notice, only virtual 

graduation ceremonies can be planned at this time.  We recognize that this sudden disruption to 

the normal operating procedures could be jarring for school communities at all levels. The 

resilience and adaptivity required to thrive in the face of unprecedented situations are 

characteristics embodied by the Class of 2020. Recognizing that high school graduation is 

certainly a milestone for students and families, the Department has compiled tips and suggestions 

for holding virtual graduation ceremonies and related celebratory activities to honor this year’s 

graduating class while ensuring the health and safety of the school community during the COVID-

19 emergency.” 

 

Here is an excerpt of Col. Callahan’s communication: 

 
In summary, these communications make it clear that schools and related properties/campuses are 

CLOSED to all onsite events and activities (drive thrus, walk-ups, car parades, etc.) and therefore, 

districts, schools, staff, or related groups cannot be involved in the planning, organization or 

facilitation of any such activities.     
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We take these communications seriously.  They have been put forward as a reminder that nothing 

we do should involve the requirement of students/parents leaving their homes.  These also serve as 

a reminder that, except for work and tasks that fall into the legal category of “essential,” our 

schools may not serve as onsite workplaces.  

 

Given the evident loss of the opportunity for our school communities to gather again in person to 

close out the school year, we have immediately begun revising previously drafted plans and 

procedures to ensure alignment with the most current orders and the directives included in these 

communications in order to accomplish the following tasks, among others: 

 Provide staff an opportunity to retrieve their personal items and needed teaching materials 

in a swift, safe way  

 Create a plan for virtual promotion and graduation ceremonies that honor the achievements 

of these students  

 Deliver graduation caps and gowns to our THS Class of 2020 in early June 

 Finalize internal processes with our incredibly hard-working Buildings and Grounds 

Department to safely bag and seal up all students’ belongings and prepare for their 

safekeeping until such time we are able to distribute to their rightful owners 

 Develop procedures for the collection of school property from students (Chromebooks, 

textbooks, etc.) so they are ready for implementation when we are able to facilitate such    

 Prepare our buildings for annual summer work and capital projects  

 

We continue to await guidance as to the status of the 2020 ESY (Extended School Year) program 

that is provided to select students through our Special Education Department.  Once received, we 

will communicate to you the NJDOE determination whether to have schools reopen for this 

program or for districts to conduct it virtually.  Tenafly’s summer enrichment program, unrelated 

to ESY, will be conducted remotely this year. 

 

Thank you for your continued review of our communications and your understanding of our 

required adherence to the orders of county and state authorities.  We will continue to communicate 

with you at the appropriate grade, school and/or district level as new relevant information becomes 

available. 

 

Kindly, 

Shauna C. DeMarco 

Superintendent  

Tenafly Public Schools 

 


